Dear Parents,

Welcome to a brand new school year.  We have enclosed information in this packet on classroom and school procedures.  Please read the information very carefully, and let us know if you have any specific questions.  

Mrs. Parker:  My summer favorites include reading the book The Martian!  I could not put it down and can’t wait for the movie to come out in October.  I also loved traveling to Denver & Telluride, Colorado for a bluegrass festival.  The snowcapped Rocky Mountains are quite a beautiful sight!

Mrs. Hester: My summer favorite was definitely our family trip to Disney World where we celebrated my little guy’s 4th birthday. It was a sweltering, magical trip! 
Mrs. Sender: This summer was spent with my two kids and keeping them busy. We spent a lot of time at the pool and the park. I also spent some time catching up on reading books and relaxing.
Mrs. Walstead:  My summer favorites include relaxing and reading many books, travelling to Rhode Island to visit family, and swimming in the pool.  A moment I’ll never forget happened while riding the Geronimo Falls water slide at 6 Flags; my son’s expression of pure joy and daughter’s expression of sheer terror were absolutely priceless!
We look forward to a positive, growing, challenging, and motivating year with your child as they learn and grow into students ready for middle school.  Feel free to contact us if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.  Email and notes are the best form of contact.
 Sincerely,

Mrs. Parker, Mrs. Hester, Mrs. Sender, and Mrs. Walstead
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Contact information:

Phone for all of us: 678-594-8023

Mrs. Parker- Email: jill.swanger@cobbk12.org  (please, note the last name)
Mrs. Hester- Email: amy.hester@cobbk12.org
Mrs. Sender- Email: tracey.sender@cobbk12.org
Mrs. Walstead- Email: sarah.walstead@cobbk12.org
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Agenda (Planner)/Discipline Plan
[image: image3.wmf]Each child will have an agenda book he/she will use daily.  Your child will be responsible for writing homework assignments in the agenda every day.  Additionally, we will communicate notes about your child’s behavior in this agenda.  Please check this nightly. Use this agenda to communicate to us as needed.  You will also find the school-wide behavior plan & positive incentives listed in the agenda.  Read this information carefully and go over it with your child.
School Hours

The school opens for children at 7:15 every morning. EAGLE time will continue to take place from 7:30-8:00.  Children arriving at the school after 7:50 are considered tardy and need to check in to the office.  Students need a minimum of ten minutes to get into their classrooms, unpack and prepare themselves for the day.  The students are dismissed at 2:20.  If you need to pick your child up from school, please do so in the front office.  No students will be dismissed between 1:45 and 2:20.  This is a safety issue. **IMPORTANT NOTE FOR THIS YEAR:  If your child arrives AFTER 7:50am, an adult MUST walk him/her into the office.  Also, there will be NO early checkout after 1:45pm for children so plan accordingly.**
Transportation

Transportation changes must occur in writing.  There is no exception to this county-wide rule.  This is to ensure your child’s safety!  The note needs to include your child’s full name, parent signature, the day & date of the change, & the type of change.  Make sure you include the new bus letter or the name of the adult picking up your child.  Please do not email transportation changes to us.
Thursday Folders

Each Thursday, your child will have a weekly folder that will contain any class work completed during the week.  Additionally, important news and information from the school will go home in this folder.  Please check this folder every Thursday and look at the hard work your child has produced during the week and school information.  This work should be cleaned out of the folder weekly and remain at home.
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We will not overload your child with homework.  However, we do feel that homework is very important.  Homework is designed as a review of concepts taught in the classroom.  It is a time for your child to share with you what he/she is learning in the classroom.  Please make sure your child does his/her homework every night.  Your child will write the homework assignments in his/her agenda daily.  Please use this as a checklist for daily homework completion.
Lunchroom

Consult our class blog and Cobb County’s homepage for all of the updates and information regarding lunch & lunchroom procedures.
Grading

Throughout Cobb County, fifth grade uses the following grading system:  
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A= 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 74-79

D= 70-73

F= 69 and below

Behavior, Special Areas, Handwriting, and Work Study Skills:
O= Outstanding

S= Satisfactory

N= Needs Improvement
** Make sure you have your child’s Synergy login information, so you can access your child’s online gradebook throughout the school year. **
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Water Bottles

Brains grow and need plenty of nourishment, just like flowers.  We believe in nourishing our brains.  Each child is permitted to bring a water bottle to class.  Water bottles may be filled up in the morning during morning work and, at times, once in the middle of the day.  If your child plays with his or her water bottle, he or she will be asked to put the water bottle away.  If the water bottle becomes a constant distraction or causes a large increase in restroom usage, then your child will be asked not to bring a water bottle to class anymore.  Don’t worry.  The class will have some water breaks at the water fountain.  
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   Snack

Snack time will be incorporated during class time.  Please send a healthy snack!  Fruits, vegetables, & yogurt are ideal snacks.  Additionally, your child may bring in granola bars and trail mix balanced out with fruits & vegetables throughout the week.  Some ideas include: bananas, strawberries, applesauce cups, apples, grapes, cup or can of peaches (can must be a pull off top), carrots, or celery with peanut butter.  Be careful if you buy the little fruit gummy snack packs.  Some are packed full of sugar.  You want to find some that are made from natural, not artificial fruits.  Have fun with this idea.  You can even write a note on your child’s banana peel.  Brain-based studies support nutritious snacks to stimulate brain activity, instead of sugar and salt snacks which rapidly increase and then rapidly decrease energy in an unhealthy way.  Too much sugar decreases your child’s ability to truly focus on tasks at hand.  Let’s give the children brain power and healthy snack habits.  Let’s help the children keep their minds turned on!  

Information at Your Fingertips
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You will need to check our class blog on a weekly basis.  This will be a critical tool for communication about school assignments, projects, & information.  Make sure both you and your child are consulting this site weekly. Our blog address is: https://amyhester.edublogs.org.  Also, remember to sign up for Remind 101, so you can receive instant text messages or emails from your teachers regarding important info!!  Code is found on the Remind 101 handout in packet.
